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such programs and regional and national 
projects conducted among such programs;’’; 

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(2) administration of the national sea grant 
college program and this title by the national 
sea grant office and the Administration;’’; and 

(3) by amending paragraph (4) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(4) any regional or national strategic invest-
ments in fields relating to ocean, coastal, and 
Great Lakes resources developed in consultation 
with the Board and with the approval of the sea 
grant colleges and the sea grant institutes.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 204(c)(2) 
(33 U.S.C. 1123(c)(2)) is amended by striking 
‘‘Within 6 months of the date of enactment of 
the National Sea Grant College Program Reau-
thorization Act of 1998, the’’ and inserting 
‘‘The’’. 

(c) FUNCTIONS OF DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL SEA 
GRANT COLLEGE PROGRAM.—Section 204(d) (33 
U.S.C. 1123(d)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘long 
range’’; 

(2) in paragraph (3)(A)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(A)(i) evaluate’’ and inserting 

‘‘(A) evaluate and assess’’; 
(B) by striking ‘‘activities; and’’ and inserting 

‘‘activities;’’; and 
(C) by striking clause (ii); and 
(3) in paragraph (3)(B)— 
(A) by redesignating clauses (ii) through (iv) 

as clauses (iii) through (v), respectively, and by 
inserting after clause (i) the following: 

‘‘(ii) encourage collaborations among sea 
grant colleges and sea grant institutes to ad-
dress regional and national priorities estab-
lished under subsection (c)(1);’’; 

(B) in clause (iii) (as so redesignated) by strik-
ing ‘‘encourage’’ and inserting ‘‘ensure’’; 

(C) in clause (iv) (as so redesignated) by strik-
ing ‘‘and’’ after the semicolon; 

(D) by inserting after clause (v) (as so redesig-
nated) the following: 

‘‘(vi) encourage cooperation with Minority 
Serving Institutions to enhance collaborative re-
search opportunities and increase the number of 
such students graduating in NOAA science 
areas; and’’. 
SEC. 6. PROGRAM OR PROJECT GRANTS AND CON-

TRACTS. 
Section 205 (33 U.S.C. 1124) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘204(c)(4)(F).’’ in subsection (a) 

and inserting ‘‘204(c)(4)(F) or that are appro-
priated under section 208(b).’’; and 

(2) by striking the matter following paragraph 
(3) in subsection (b) and inserting the following: 

‘‘The total amount that may be provided for 
grants under this subsection during any fiscal 
year shall not exceed an amount equal to 5 per-
cent of the total funds appropriated for such 
year under section 212.’’. 
SEC. 7. EXTENSION SERVICES BY SEA GRANT 

COLLEGES AND SEA GRANT INSTI-
TUTES. 

Section 207(a) (33 U.S.C. 1126(a)) is amended 
in each of paragraphs (2)(B) and (3)(B) by strik-
ing ‘‘advisory services’’ and inserting ‘‘exten-
sion services’’. 
SEC. 8. FELLOWSHIPS. 

Section 208(a) (33 U.S.C. 1127) is amended— 
(1) by striking ‘‘Not later than 1 year after the 

date of the enactment of the National Sea Grant 
College Program Act Amendments of 2002, and 
every 2 years thereafter,’’ in subsection (a) and 
inserting ‘‘Every 2 years,’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) Restriction on Use of Funds.—Amounts 

available for fellowships under this section, in-
cluding amounts accepted under section 
204(c)(4)(F) or appropriated under section 212 to 
implement this section, shall be used only for 
award of such fellowships and administrative 
costs of implementing this section.’’ 
SEC. 9. NATIONAL SEA GRANT ADVISORY BOARD. 

(a) REDESIGNATION OF SEA GRANT REVIEW 
PANEL AS BOARD.— 

(1) REDESIGNATION.—The sea grant review 
panel established by section 209 of the National 
Sea Grant College Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1128), 
as in effect before the date of the enactment of 
this Act, is redesignated as the National Sea 
Grant Advisory Board. 

(2) MEMBERSHIP NOT AFFECTED.—An indi-
vidual serving as a member of the sea grant re-
view panel immediately before date of the enact-
ment of this Act may continue to serve as a 
member of the National Sea Grant Advisory 
Board until the expiration of such member’s 
term under section 209(c) of such Act (33 U.S.C. 
1128(c)). 

(3) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to such sea grant re-
view panel is deemed to be a reference to the Na-
tional Sea Grant Advisory Board. 

(4) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 209 (33 U.S.C. 1128) 

is amended by striking so much as precedes sub-
section (b) and inserting the following: 
‘‘SEC. 209. NATIONAL SEA GRANT ADVISORY 

BOARD. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There shall be an inde-

pendent committee to be known as the National 
Sea Grant Advisory Board.’’. 

(B) DEFINITION.—Section 203(9) (33 U.S.C. 
1122(9)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(9) The term ‘Board’ means the National Sea 
Grant Advisory Board established under section 
209.’’; 

(C) OTHER PROVISIONS.—The following provi-
sions are each amended by striking ‘‘panel’’ 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘Board’’: 

(i) Section 204 (33 U.S.C. 1123). 
(ii) Section 207 (33 U.S.C. 1126). 
(iii) Section 209 (33 U.S.C. 1128). 
(b) DUTIES.—Section 209(b) (33 U.S.C. 1128(b)) 

is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘(b) DUTIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall advise the 

Secretary and the Director concerning— 
‘‘(A) strategies for utilizing the sea grant col-

lege program to address the Nation’s highest pri-
orities regarding the understanding, assessment, 
development, management, utilization, and con-
servation of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes re-
sources; 

‘‘(B) the designation of sea grant colleges and 
sea grant institutes; and 

‘‘(C) such other matters as the Secretary refers 
to the Board for review and advice. 

‘‘(2) BIENNIAL REPORT.—The Board shall re-
port to the Congress every two years on the 
state of the national sea grant college program. 
The Board shall indicate in each such report the 
progress made toward meeting the priorities 
identified in the strategic plan in effect under 
section 204(c). The Secretary shall make avail-
able to the Board such information, personnel, 
and administrative services and assistance as it 
may reasonably require to carry out its duties 
under this title.’’. 

(c) MEMBERSHIP, TERMS, AND POWERS.—Sec-
tion 209(c)(1) (33 U.S.C. 1128(c)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘coastal management,’’ after 
‘‘resource management,’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘management,’’ after ‘‘devel-
opment,’’. 

(d) EXTENSION OF TERM.—Section 209(c)(3) (33 
U.S.C. 1128(c)(3)) is amended by striking the sec-
ond sentence and inserting the following: ‘‘The 
Director may extend the term of office of a vot-
ing member of the Board once by up to 1 year.’’. 

(e) ESTABLISHMENT OF SUBCOMMITTEES.—Sec-
tion 209(c) (33 U.S.C. 1128(c)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(8) The Board may establish such sub-
committees as are reasonably necessary to carry 
out its duties under subsection (b). Such sub-
committees may include individuals who are not 
Board members.’’. 
SEC. 10. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 212 of the National Sea Grant College 
Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1131) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (a)(1) and inserting 
the following: ‘‘ 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be 
appropriated to the Secretary to carry out this 
title— 

‘‘(A) $72,000,000 for fiscal year 2009; 
‘‘(B) $75,600,000 for fiscal year 2010; 
‘‘(C) $79,380,000 for fiscal year 2011; 
‘‘(D) $83,350,000 for fiscal year 2012; 
‘‘(E) $87,520,000 for fiscal year 2013; and 
‘‘(F) $91,900,000 for fiscal year 2014.’’; 
(2) in subsection (a)(2)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘fiscal years 2003 through 

2008—’’ and inserting ‘‘fiscal years 2009 through 
2014—’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘biology and control of zebra 
mussels and other important aquatic’’ in sub-
paragraph (A) and inserting ‘‘biology, preven-
tion, and control of aquatic’’; and 

(C) by striking ‘‘blooms, including Pfiesteria 
piscicida; and’’ in subparagraph (C) and insert-
ing ‘‘blooms; and’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)(1) by striking ‘‘rating 
under section 204(d)(3)(A)’’ and inserting ‘‘per-
formance assessments’’; and 

(4) by striking subsection (c)(2) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(2) regional or national strategic investments 
authorized under section 204(b)(4);’’. 

Mr. RAHALL (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

HYDROGRAPHIC SERVICES IM-
PROVEMENT ACT AMENDMENTS 
OF 2007 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the Senate bill (S. 1582) 
to reauthorize and amend the Hydro-
graphic Services Improvement Act, and 
for other purposes, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the Senate bill is as fol-

lows: 
S. 1582 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hydro-
graphic Services Improvement Act Amend-
ments of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

The Hydrographic Services Improvement 
Act of 1998 (33 U.S.C. 892 et seq.) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by redesignating sections 302 through 
306 as sections 303 through 307, respectively; 
and 

(2) by inserting after section 301 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 302. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 
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‘‘(1) In 2007, the Nation celebrates the 200th 

anniversary of its oldest scientific agency, 
the Survey of the Coast, which was author-
ized by Congress and created by President 
Thomas Jefferson in 1807 to conduct surveys 
of the coast and provide nautical charts for 
safe passage through the Nation’s ports and 
along its extensive coastline. 

‘‘(2) These mission requirements and capa-
bilities, which today are located in the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, evolved over time to include— 

‘‘(A) research, development, operations, 
products, and services associated with hydro-
graphic, geodetic, shoreline, and baseline 
surveying; 

‘‘(B) cartography, mapping, and charting; 
‘‘(C) tides, currents, and water level obser-

vations; 
‘‘(D) maintenance of a national spatial ref-

erence system; and 
‘‘(E) associated products and services. 
‘‘(3) There is a need to maintain Federal 

expertise and capability in hydrographic 
data and services to support a safe and effi-
cient marine transportation system for the 
enhancement and promotion of international 
trade and interstate commerce vital to the 
Nation’s economic prosperity and for myriad 
other commercial and recreational activi-
ties. 

‘‘(4) The Nation’s marine transportation 
system is becoming increasingly congested, 
the volume of international maritime com-
merce is expected to double within the next 
20 years, and nearly half of the cargo 
transiting United States waters is oil, re-
fined petroleum products, or other hazardous 
substances. 

‘‘(5) In addition to commerce, hydrographic 
data and services support other national 
needs for the Great Lakes and coastal wa-
ters, the territorial sea, the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone, and the continental shelf of the 
United States, including— 

‘‘(A) emergency response; 
‘‘(B) homeland security; 
‘‘(C) marine resource conservation; 
‘‘(D) coastal resiliency to sea-level rise, 

coastal inundation, and other hazards; 
‘‘(E) ocean and coastal science advance-

ment; and 
‘‘(F) improved and integrated ocean and 

coastal mapping and observations for an in-
tegrated ocean observing system. 

‘‘(6) The National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, in cooperation with 
other agencies and the States, serves as the 
Nation’s leading civil authority for estab-
lishing and maintaining national standards 
and datums for hydrographic data and serv-
ices. 

‘‘(7) The Director of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s Office of 
Coast Survey serves as the National Hydrog-
rapher and the primary United States rep-
resentative to the international hydro-
graphic community, including the Inter-
national Hydrographic Organization. 

‘‘(8) The hydrographic expertise, data, and 
services of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration provide the under-
lying and authoritative basis for baseline 
and boundary demarcation, including the es-
tablishment of marine and coastal terri-
torial limits and jurisdiction, such as the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone. 

‘‘(9) Research, development and applica-
tion of new technologies will further in-
crease efficiency, promote the Nation’s com-
petitiveness, provide social and economic 
benefits, enhance safety and environmental 
protection, and reduce risks. 

‘‘(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act 
are— 

‘‘(1) to augment the ability of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to 

fulfill its responsibilities under this and 
other authorities; 

‘‘(2) to provide more accurate and up-to- 
date hydrographic data and services in sup-
port of safe and efficient international trade 
and interstate commerce, including— 

‘‘(A) hydrographic surveys; 
‘‘(B) electronic navigational charts; 
‘‘(C) real-time tide, water level, and cur-

rent information and forecasting; 
‘‘(D) shoreline surveys; and 
‘‘(E) geodesy and 3-dimensional positioning 

data; 
‘‘(3) to support homeland security, emer-

gency response, ecosystem approaches to 
marine management, and coastal resiliency 
by providing hydrographic data and services 
with many other useful operational, sci-
entific, engineering, and management appli-
cations, including— 

‘‘(A) storm surge, tsunami, coastal flood-
ing, erosion, and pollution trajectory moni-
toring, predictions, and warnings; 

‘‘(B) marine and coastal geographic infor-
mation systems; 

‘‘(C) habitat restoration; 
‘‘(D) long-term sea-level trends; and 
‘‘(E) more accurate environmental assess-

ments and monitoring; 
‘‘(4) to promote improved integrated ocean 

and coastal mapping and observations 
through increased coordination and coopera-
tion; 

‘‘(5) to provide for and support research 
and development in hydrographic data, serv-
ices and related technologies to enhance the 
efficiency, accuracy and availability of hy-
drographic data and services and thereby 
promote the Nation’s scientific and techno-
logical competitiveness; and 

‘‘(6) to provide national and international 
leadership for hydrographic and related serv-
ices, sciences, and technologies.’’. 

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 303 of the Hydrographic Services 
Improvement Act of 1998 (33 U.S.C. 892), as 
redesignated by section 2, is amended— 

(1) by amending paragraph (3) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(3) HYDROGRAPHIC DATA.—The term ‘‘hy-
drographic data’’ means information ac-
quired through hydrographic, bathymetric, 
or shoreline surveying; geodetic, geospatial, 
or geomagnetic measurements; tide, water 
level, and current observations, or other 
methods, that is used in providing hydro-
graphic services.’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (4)(A) and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(A) the management, maintenance, inter-
pretation, certification, and dissemination of 
bathymetric, hydrographic, shoreline, geo-
detic, geospatial, geomagnetic, and tide, 
water level, and current information, includ-
ing the production of nautical charts, nau-
tical information databases, and other prod-
ucts derived from hydrographic data;’’; and 

(3) by striking paragraph (5) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(5) COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY ACT.— 
The term ‘Coast and Geodetic Survey Act’ 
means the Act entitled ‘An Act to define the 
functions and duties of the Coast and Geo-
detic Survey, and for other purposes’, ap-
proved August 6, 1947 (33 U.S.C. 883a et 
seq.).’’. 

SEC. 4. FUNCTIONS OF THE ADMINISTRATOR. 

Section 304 of the Hydrographic Services 
Improvement Act of 1998 (33 U.S.C. 892a), as 
redesignated by section 2, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘the Act of 1947,’’ in sub-
section (a) and inserting ‘‘the Coast and Geo-
detic Survey Act, promote safe, efficient, 
and environmentally sound marine transpor-
tation, and otherwise fulfill the purposes of 
this Act,’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘data;’’ in subsection (a)1) 
and inserting ‘‘data and provide hydro-
graphic services;’’; and 

(3) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITIES.—To fulfill the data gath-
ering and dissemination duties of the Admin-
istration under the Coast and Geodetic Sur-
vey Act, promote safe, efficient, and environ-
mentally sound marine transportation, and 
otherwise fulfill the purposes of this Act, 
subject to the availability of appropria-
tions— 

‘‘(1) the Administrator may procure, lease, 
evaluate, test, develop, and operate vessels, 
equipment, and technologies necessary to 
ensure safe navigation and maintain oper-
ational expertise in hydrographic data acqui-
sition and hydrographic services; 

‘‘(2) the Administrator shall design, in-
stall, maintain, and operate real-time hydro-
graphic monitoring systems to enhance navi-
gation safety and efficiency; 

‘‘(3) where appropriate and to the extent 
that it does not detract from the promotion 
of safe and efficient navigation, the Adminis-
trator may acquire hydrographic data and 
provide hydrographic services to support the 
conservation and management of coastal and 
ocean resources; 

‘‘(4) where appropriate, the Administrator 
may acquire hydrographic data and provide 
hydrographic services to save and protect 
life and property and support the resumption 
of commerce in response to emergencies, 
natural and man-made disasters, and home-
land security and maritime domain aware-
ness needs, including obtaining Mission As-
signments as defined in section 641 of the 
Post-Katrina Emergency Management Re-
form Act of 2006 (6 U.S.C. 741); 

‘‘(5) the Administrator may create, sup-
port, and maintain such joint centers, and 
enter into and perform such contracts, 
leases, grants, or cooperative agreements as 
may be necessary to carry out the purposes 
of this Act; and 

‘‘(6) notwithstanding paragraph (5), the Ad-
ministrator shall award contracts for the ac-
quisition of hydrographic data in accordance 
with title IX of the Federal Property and Ad-
ministrative Services Act of 1949 (40 U.S.C. 
1101 et seq.).’’. 
SEC. 5. QUALITY ASSURANCE PROGRAM. 

Subsection (b) of section 305 of the Hydro-
graphic Services Improvement Act of 1998 (33 
U.S.C. 892b), as redesignated by section 2, is 
amended by striking ‘‘303(a)(3)’’ each place it 
appears and inserting ‘‘304(a)(3)’’. 
SEC. 6. HYDROGRAPHIC SERVICES REVIEW 

PANEL. 
Section 306 of the Hydrographic Services 

Improvement Act of 1998 (33 U.S.C. 892c), as 
redesignated by section 2, is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘303’’ in subsection (b)(1) 
and inserting ‘‘304’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (c)(1)(A) and in-
serting ‘‘(A) The panel shall consist of 15 vot-
ing members who shall be appointed by the 
Administrator. The Co-directors of the Joint 
Hydrographic Institute and no more than 2 
employees of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration appointed by the 
Administrator shall serve as nonvoting 
members of the panel. The voting members 
of the panel shall be individuals who, by rea-
son of knowledge, experience, or training, 
are especially qualified in 1 or more of the 
disciplines and fields relating to hydro-
graphic data and hydrographic services, and 
other disciplines as determined appropriate 
by the Administrator.’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘Secretary’’ in subsections 
(c)(1)(C), (c)(3), and (e) and inserting ‘‘Admin-
istrator’’; and 

(4) by striking subsection (d) and inserting 
the following: 
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‘‘(d) COMPENSATION.—Voting members of 

the panel shall be reimbursed for actual and 
reasonable expenses, such as travel and per 
diem, incurred in the performance of such 
duties.’’. 
SEC. 7. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 307 of the Hydrographic Services 
Improvement Act of 1998 (33 U.S.C. 892d), as 
redesignated by section 2, is amended to read 
as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 307. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated 
to the Administrator sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2008 through 
2012 for the purposes of carrying out this 
Act.’’. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read a third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re-
consider was laid on the table. 

f 

NOAA LAND SALE 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 5350) to 
authorize the Secretary of Commerce 
to sell or exchange certain National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion property located Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, and for other purposes, with a 
Senate amendment thereto, and concur 
in the Senate amendment. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Clerk read the Senate amend-

ment, as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
On page 4, after line 20, insert: 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 

the Secretary of Commerce, through the Under 
Secretary and Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), is authorized to enter into a land lease 
with Mobile County, Alabama for a period of 
not less than 40 years, on such terms and condi-
tions as NOAA deems appropriate, for purposes 
of construction of a Gulf of Mexico Disaster Re-
sponse Center facility, provided that the lease is 
at no cost to the government. NOAA may enter 
into agreements with state, local, or county gov-
ernments for purposes of joint use, operations 
and occupancy of such facility. 

Mr. RAHALL (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the original request of the 
gentleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST 
VERTICAL ASCENT OF THE FACE 
OF EL CAPITAN IN YOSEMITE 
NATIONAL PARK 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the resolution (H. Res. 1474) recog-
nizing the 50th anniversary of the first 
vertical ascent of the face of El Capi-
tan in Yosemite National Park and 
honoring the historic climbing feat of 

the original climbing team, and ask for 
its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1474 

Whereas November 12, 2008, will mark the 
50th anniversary of the first vertical ascent 
of the face of El Capitan in Yosemite Na-
tional Park; 

Whereas in 1890 Yosemite National Park 
was established as the third National Park of 
the United States; 

Whereas Yosemite National Park is com-
monly referred to as ‘‘The Crown Jewel of 
the National Park System;’’ 

Whereas Yosemite National Park is recog-
nized as the ‘‘Climbing Mecca’’ of the world; 

Whereas El Capitan is the world’s tallest 
free-standing granite monolith, with a sum-
mit elevation of 7,569 feet above sea level; 

Whereas Wayne Merry, George Whitmore, 
and Warren J. Harding, the original climbing 
team, with the assistance of Wally Reed, 
Allen Steck, Bill ‘‘Dolt’’ Feuerer, Mark Pow-
ell, John Whitmer, Rich Calderwood, and the 
ground support team of Bea Vogel and Ellen 
Searby, completed the first vertical ascent 
of the face of El Capitan on November 12, 
1958; 

Whereas the first vertical ascent of the 
face of El Capitan was accomplished on the 
Nose Route, recognized as one of the most fa-
mous climbing routes in the world; 

Whereas November 8, 1958, marks the date 
when the final push towards the summit of 
El Capitan was spurred on due to deterio-
rating weather conditions; 

Whereas the first vertical ascent of the 
face of El Capitan was accomplished in 47 
days in expedition style; 

Whereas the first vertical ascent of the 
face of El Capitan was accomplished by the 
original climbing team using fixed ropes 
that linked established camps along the way; 

Whereas the original climbing team relied 
heavily on aid climbing, using rope, pitons, 
and expansion bolts to make it to the sum-
mit; 

Whereas thousands of rock climbers have 
reached the summit of El Capitan since 1958 
using the identical Nose Route; and 

Whereas on November 8, 2008, there will be 
an event in Yosemite National Park cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of the first 
vertical assent of the face of El Capitan: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the 50th anniversary of the 
momentous first vertical ascent of the face 
of El Capitan in Yosemite National Park; 
and 

(2) honors the historic climbing feat of the 
original climbing team. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

EXTENDING AUTHORIZATION OF 
DELAWARE WATER GAP NA-
TIONAL RECREATION AREA CIT-
IZEN ADVISORY COMMISSION 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources be dis-
charged from further consideration of 

the bill (H.R. 7017) to amend Public 
Law 100–573 to extend the authorization 
of the Delaware Water Gap National 
Recreation Area Citizen Advisory Com-
mission, and ask for its immediate con-
sideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7017 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. EXTENDED AUTHORIZATION OF 

DELAWARE WATER GAP NATIONAL 
RECREATION AREA CITIZEN ADVI-
SORY COMMISSION. 

Section 5 of Public Law 100–573 (16 U.S.C. 
460o note) is amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 5. TERMINATION OF COMMISSION. 

‘‘The Commission shall terminate on the 
date that is 1 year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.’’. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. RAHALL 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. RAHALL: 
On page 2, line 3, strike ‘‘1 year’’ and insert 

‘‘21 years’’. 

Mr. RAHALL (during the reading). 
Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment be considered 
as read and printed in the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed 

and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

FEMA ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 
2007 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure be discharged from further 
consideration of the Senate bill (S. 
2382) to require the Administrator of 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to quickly and fairly address 
the abundance of surplus manufactured 
housing units stored by the Federal 
Government around the country at 
taxpayer expense, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from West Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the Senate bill is as fol-

lows: 
S. 2382 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘FEMA Ac-
countability Act of 2007’’. 
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